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Barbezieux, secretary of state for the war department.
Both were in good favour with the King, both high in
power, both spoiled. The successes in Catalonia had
annoyed Barbezieux. They smoothed the way for the
siege of Barcelona, and that place once taken, the very
heart of Spain would have been exposed, and M. de
Noailles would have gained fresh honours and glory.
M. de Noailles felt this so completely that he had
pressed upon the King the siege of Barcelona; and
when the fitting time came for undertaking it, sent a
messenger to him with full information of the forces
and supplies he required. Fearing that if he wrote
out this information it might fall into the hands of
Barbezieux, and never reach the King, he simply
gave his messenger instructions by word of mouth,
and charged him to deliver them so. But the very
means he had taken to ensure success brought about
failure. Barbezieux, informed by his spies of the de-
parture of the messenger, waylaid him, bribed him,
and induced him to act with the blackest perfidy, by
telling the King quite a different story to that he was
charged with. In this way, the project for the siege
of Barcelona was entirely broken, at the moment for
its execution, and with the most reasonable hopes of
success; and upon M. de Noailles rested all the blame.
What a thunderbolt this was for him may easily be
imagined. But the trick had been so well played, that
he could not clear himself with the King; and all
through this winter he remained out of favour.

At last he thought of a means by which he might
regain his position. He saw the inclination of the King
for his illegitimate children, and determined to make a